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The choice of options is often the first big decision in a secondary school studentΩs academic life and can 
have a huge impact on his future. It is vitally important that we work together to get this right. As a        
consequence it is important that we provide you with relevant information and advice so that each boy is    
happy and successful in the subjects he finally selects. The aim is to combine what each pupil needs for 
their future with what they are best at and overall find the right combination for each individual. 

This year we have designed our curriculum to provide for the changing needs of our pupils. Now that all 
students are required to continue in education or training until the age of 18, there is an increasing         
emphasis upon the right qualifications for future courses or employment. We plan to provide the best    
opportunities for students who have a focus of A Levels and then university degrees, but also those who 
may want to enter apprenticeships  or vocational courses.  

This booklet provides you with information about all the Key Stage 4 courses that are available in school 
from  September 2017. 

The first few pages contain general information and advice. There then follows a section with information 
about each subject. Subjects described on the blue pages are Ψcore compulsoryΩΦ The yellow pages have 
details that are available in the EBACC qualifications. Those in the green pages are the GCSE subjects  and 
orange pages are the BTEC subjects available within the option process. 

Each option course covers two years of work and we expect all students to complete the full course.       
Students and their parents/carers should read the information carefully and take time to determine the 
best combination of subjects. 

 

LƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ 5ŀǘŜǎ 

Thursday 27th April 5:00 pm - 6:00 pm  Year 8 and 9 Options Evening 

Fortnight beginning 24th April    Lessons used to talk about examination subjects 

Tuesday 9th May by 9:00 am               Year 9 Option Forms handed into the school office 

Tuesday 16th May by 9:00am    Year 8 Option Forms handed into the school office 

¢ƻ ƻǳǊ ǇǳǇƛƭǎ 

This is a very important stage of your school career. The decisions you make now will affect the                

opportunities open to you in the future. So, read this information thoroughly and think carefully about the 

choices you are going to make. Also, ask for advice from those in a position to help you - your parents/

carers, your teachers and the careers staff. We all want the best for you. 

When making your choices be realistic! Here are some points to help you: 

¶ Choose subjects that give you the best pathway in the future. 

¶ Do choose subjects that you enjoy and/or interest you. 

¶ Do choose subjects because you like them and not because your friends have chosen them or          
simply because you like a teacher 

¶ Do seek advice and help if in any doubt. 

Finally, please remember that the choices you make will not necessarily be possible. If too few people 

choose a subject then it will be unlikely to run. However, we will do our very best to satisfy your choices. 

hǇǝƻƴ tǊƻŎŜǎǎ нлмт 
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¢ƻ ƻǳǊ tŀǊŜƴǘǎκ/ŀǊŜǊǎ 

Please help and encourage your son in making his choices and feel free to ask the school for help and      

advice. 

However, please remember that it is your son who has to do the studying for the next two years and  

choices made unwillingly may prove problematic. We are confident that the partnership of school, parents/

carers and pupil will produce the best possible educational opportunity and we look forward to working 

with you towards that goal. 

 

¢ƘŜ ƻǇǝƻƴǎ ǎȅǎǘŜƳ 

The options system is intended to perform the following functions: 

¶ Provide some specialisation. 

¶ Give pupils some ownership of their learning. 

¶ Create a sense of responsibility amongst pupils. 

 

Some subjects offered in the option choices are new to the students. Before any subject is chosen students 
should read carefully the information contained in this booklet and should talk to relevant staff to make 
sure that they  understand what the subject is about, are confident in their choice and wish to study the 
subject for the next two years. 

 

¢ƘŜ ƻǇǝƻƴǎ ǎȅǎǘŜƳ ƻǇŜǊŀǘŜǎ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ŀƴ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ŎƻƴǎǘǊŀƛƴǘ - ƛŦ ƛƴǎǳŶŎƛŜƴǘ ƴǳƳōŜǊǎ ƻŦ ǇǳǇƛƭǎ ŎƘƻƻǎŜ ŀ  
ǇŀǊǝŎǳƭŀǊ ǎǳōƧŜŎǘ  ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ŀƴ ƻǇǝƻƴ ƎǊƻǳǇ ƛǘ Ƴŀȅ ƴƻǘ ōŜ ƻũŜǊŜŘΦ 

LŦ ŀ ǎǳōƧŜŎǘ ƛǎ ƻǾŜǊ-ǎǳōǎŎǊƛōŜŘ ƛǘ Ƴŀȅ ōŜ ƴŜŎŜǎǎŀǊȅ ǘƻ ŀƭƭƻŎŀǘŜ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǎŜǊǾŜ ǎǳōƧŜŎǘΦ 

 

tƭŜŀǎŜ ƴƻǘŜ: A great deal of advice is offered to all students regarding the choice of subjects. Once the 
final decision has been made and the option form is returned, we regret that it is not possible for students 
to change their choice, other than in very exceptional circumstances. 

 

²Ŝ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƭƛƪŜ ŀƭƭ ŦƻǊƳǎ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜŘΣ ǎƛƎƴŜŘ ŀƴŘ ǊŜǘǳǊƴŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ƻŶŎŜ ōȅ 

¸ŜŀǊ ф τ ¢ǳŜǎŘŀȅ фǘƘ aŀȅ нлмт 

¸ŜŀǊ уτ¢ǳŜǎŘŀȅ мсǘƘ aŀȅ нлмт 



Key Stage 4 Courses 2017.  www.birkdalehigh.co.uk 

C
o
m
p
u
l
s
o
r
y
 
C
o
r
e
 
C
u
r
r
i
c
u
l
u
m
 
S
u
b
j
e
c
t
s

 

English Language and English Literature 

Examination Board: AQA (8700) (8702) 

Qualification: 2 GCSE  

²Ƙŀǘ Ŏŀƴ L ŜȄǇŜŎǘΚ 

Students will follow the new AQA GCSE English language (8700) syllabus. Study units include: ΨExplorations in creative 

Reading and Writing, explorations of writersΩ viewpoints and perspectives and assessment of spoken language skills. 

Incorporated into these units are a range of texts from our literary heritage and also more contemporary texts       

including multi-media representations, such as spoken language and visual portrayals.  !ƭƭ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ  will also follow 

the AQA GCSE English literature (8702) syllabus . Study units include: ΨShakespearean texts, 19th Century novel studies, 

modern prose or drama texts, an anthology of poetry as well as an unseen poetry unit. 

 

 tǳǇƛƭǎ ǿƛƭƭ ǎǘǳŘȅΥ 

¶ Work by authors published before 1914 

¶ Work by authors published after 1914 

¶ Texts from other cultures 

¶ A Shakespeare play 

¶ Media and Multi-Modal texts 

¶ Fiction and Non-fiction material 

¶ Poetry 

¶ Creative writing skills 

¶ Spoken language skills 

 

Iƻǿ ŀǊŜ  ΨD/{9 9ƴƎƭƛǎƘ [ŀƴƎǳŀƎŜ ŀƴŘ [ƛǘŜǊŀǘǳǊŜΩ ŀǎǎŜǎǎŜŘΚ 

Under the new guidance for GCSE English, from 2015 all students will be assessed through end of course                   

examinations. This means that 100% of their final GCSE grades will be determined by their performance in the       

summer examinations. Unlike previous years, papers will no longer be tiered and all abilities will sit the same           

examinations. The reporting of achievements at GCSE will now follow a numbered system, ranging from 9 to 1 where 

9 will represent the top of the achievement scale and 1 the bottom.  

 

²ƘŜǊŜ Ŏŀƴ 9ƴƎƭƛǎƘ ƭŜŀŘΚ 

GCSE English is an essential requirement for employers and further education and training courses. Access to many 

further education opportunities, such as A levels, National Diplomas and Degree courses, are reliant on successful 

completion of GCSE English, to the national recognised standard.  

Beyond the academic world, English offers a range of essential transferrable skills to the world of work. Careers in 

areas such as: Journalism, Teaching, The Arts, Acting, Vocational Training. 

For more information please contact: 

Mrs C. Follett,  Head of English on cfollett@birkdalehigh.co.uk 
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Mathematics  

Examination Board: Edexcel 

Qualification: 1 GCSE for Maths  

²Ƙŀǘ Ŏŀƴ L ŜȄǇŜŎǘΚ 

All Year 9, 10 and 11 students study Mathematics.  Pupils are set according to ability at the start of Year 9 

for the GCSE course, although the membership of a set does not have to remain static.  Mathematics is an 

important subject and is both challenging and rewarding.  Pupils are encouraged to develop high standards 

of work practice, to work   independently, to gain confidence in their abilities and to succeed at the          

appropriate level.   

 

 

Iƻǿ ƛǎ aŀǘƘŜƳŀǝŎǎ ŀǎǎŜǎǎŜŘΚ 

All pupils follow courses leading to GCSE examinations, the examination board is yet to be decided. 

The  papers are differentiated into the higher and foundation tier.  The Foundation Tier covers the new    

levels 1-5 and the Higher Tier covers levels 4-9. Each tier is assessed by 3 written examination papers, taken 

at the end of Year 11.  Each paper focuses on number, algebra, geometry and measures and statistics and 

probability.  A calculator is not permitted in the assessment for one of the papers.  The weighting of each 

paper towards the final grade is 33.3%.  

 

 

²ƘŜǊŜ Ŏŀƴ aŀǘƘŜƳŀǝŎǎ ƭŜŀŘΚ 

A GCSE qualification in Mathematics is required for the study of many subjects at further and higher        

education, employment and life generally.  Our main GCSE course provides a solid foundation for 

those  pupils who wish to specialise in this subject beyond the age of sixteen.   

For more information please contact: 

Mrs J. Thompson, Head of Maths on jthompson@birkdalehigh.co.uk 
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Religious Education 

Examination Board: WJEC 

Qualification: Full Course - 1 GCSE, Short Course - 0.5 GCSE  

For more information please contact: 

Mrs P. Marshall,  Head of RE on pmarshall2@birkdalehigh.co.uk 

²Ƙŀǘ Ŏŀƴ L ŜȄǇŜŎǘΚ  

Religious Studies is a  compulsory  subject and all pupils will take a short course GCSE syllabus containing 
three components. 

1. Philosophical and Ethical Studies in the Modern World. 

2. The Study of Christianity 

3. The study of one other major world religion.  This will be Islam. 

/ƻƳǇƻƴŜƴǘ hƴŜ  Ŏƻƴǘŀƛƴǎ ǘǿƻ Ƴŀƛƴ ǘƻǇƛŎǎΥ   

LǎǎǳŜǎ ƻŦ wŜƭŀǝƻƴǎƘƛǇǎΣ which looks at family relationships, sexual relationships, marriage, changing       

relationships and issues of  gender equality ; 

LǎǎǳŜǎ ƻŦ [ƛŦŜ ŀƴŘ 5ŜŀǘƘΣ which looks at Creation, the value of life, quality and sanctity of life, medical     

ethics and beliefs about death and the afterlife. 

/ƻƳǇƻƴŜƴǘ ¢ǿƻ ƭƻƻƪǎ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ŀǎǇŜŎǘǎ ƻŦ /ƘǊƛǎǝŀƴƛǘȅΥ 

The nature of God; Christian beliefs about Creation; Beliefs about Jesus including beliefs about Salvation 

Beliefs about judgement, resurrection and life after death 

/ƻƳǇƻƴŜƴǘ ¢ƘǊŜŜ ƭƻƻƪǎ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ŀǎǇŜŎǘǎ ƻŦ LǎƭŀƳΥ 

Teachings about the nature of Allah; Beliefs and teachings about Prophethood,  specifically Adam, Jesus 

and Muhammad; Teachings about predestination, judgement and the afterlife; Teachings about the     

foundations of faith, including links to Christianity and Judaism. 

Iƻǿ ƛǎ wŜƭƛƎƛƻǳǎ 9ŘǳŎŀǝƻƴ !ǎǎŜǎǎŜŘΚ 

There will be three examination papers.  The Component One paper will last for one hour and carries 50% 

of the total mark.  Components Two and Three each have a 45 minute exam.  Each of these papers carry 

25% of the marks. 

Cǳƭƭ /ƻǳǊǎŜ D/{9 ƛǎ ƻǇǝƻƴŀƭ ŀƴŘ ŘŜǇŜƴŘǎ ƻƴ ŀ ǇǳǇƛƭΩǎ ŀǇǝǘǳŘŜ ŀƴŘ ǇŜǊǎƻƴŀƭ ŎƘƻƛŎŜΦ  ¢ƘƻǎŜ ǇǳǇƛƭǎ ǿƘƻ 

ǘŀƪŜ ǘƘŜ Ŧǳƭƭ ŎƻǳǊǎŜ ǿƛƭƭ ǎǘǳŘȅ ǘǿƻ ŦǳǊǘƘŜǊ ǘƻǇƛŎǎ ƛƴ ŎƻƳǇƻƴŜƴǘ ƻƴŜ ŀƴŘ ǿƛƭƭ ŀƭǎƻ ƭƻƻƪ ŀǘ ǊŜƭƛƎƛƻǳǎ        

ǇǊŀŎǝŎŜǎ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ ŀǎ ōŜƭƛŜŦǎ ŀƴŘ ǘŜŀŎƘƛƴƎǎ ƛƴ ŎƻƳǇƻƴŜƴǘǎ ǘǿƻ ŀƴŘ ǘƘǊŜŜΦ  

²ƘŜǊŜ Ŏŀƴ wŜƭƛƎƛƻǳǎ 9ŘǳŎŀǝƻƴ ƭŜŀŘΚ 

Knowledge of different religions and cultures is valuable for careers that involve working with people.  

These include Public Services such as the Police Force, Teaching, Social Services or Health.   It is also         

valuable for those pupils wishing to continue their studies in English Literature, History , Philosophy etc. 
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Combined Science: Trilogy 

Examination Board: AQA (8464) 

Qualification: 2 Science GCSEs 

 

²Ƙŀǘ Ŏŀƴ L ŜȄǇŜŎǘΚ  

Any student not following the ΨTriple ScienceΩ pathway will study for 2 GCSE grades in ΨCombined Science: 

TrilogyΩΦ   

Students will receive 9 lessons of science per fortnight; 3 lessons of the 9 will be covering biology,                  

3 chemistry and 3 physics. Students will have a specialist teacher for each area.  

The students will complete a minimum of 16 designated practicals for ΨCombined ScienceΩ which cover    

apparatus and techniques set by the Department of Education (DfE).  

 

Iƻǿ ƛǎ Ψ/ƻƳōƛƴŜŘ {ŎƛŜƴŎŜΥ ¢ǊƛƭƻƎȅΩ !ǎǎŜǎǎŜŘΚ 

At the end of year 11 there are six papers each 75 minutes long: two biology, two chemistry and two     

physics. Each of the papers will assess knowledge and understanding from distinct topic areas.   

Each paper carries an equal weighting towards the final grade and will include closed questions, structured 

questions and questions needing longer answers.  

15% of the marks for each paper are related to the designated practical work. 

The level of maths being assessed in science has increased. 

 Maths to be assessed on ΨCombined Science: TrilogyΩΥ нл҈ όмΥнΥо ratio for biology, chemistry and physics) 

 

²ƘŜǊŜ Ŏŀƴ Ψ/ƻƳōƛƴŜŘ {ŎƛŜƴŎŜΥ ¢ǊƛƭƻƎȅΩ ƭŜŀŘΚ 

ΨCombined Science: TrilogyΩ provides a platform for progression to A Level Science, other further education 

courses can lead to walk in a rage of sector such as paramedicine, pharmaceutical industry, laboratory, 

hjealth and social work. This qualification develops a variety of key skills that can be used in all areas of      

working life beyond education.  

 

 

 

 

For more information please contact: 

Mr J. Woodley, Head of Science on jwoodley@birkdalehigh.co.uk 
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Triple Science 

Examination Board: AQA (8461, 8462, 8463) 

Qualification: GCSE Biology, GCSE Chemistry and GCSE Physics 

²Ƙŀǘ Ŏŀƴ L ŜȄǇŜŎǘΚ 

Some students will study for 3 GCSE grades in science. Students will be awarded one GCSE for each subject, biology, 

chemistry and physics, on completion at the end of year 11.  

The time required to complete this course will use an option block to access extra lessons to ensure the boys have an 

appropriate amount of allocated time to fully embed the difficult concepts covered in this course. 

Students will receive 15 lessons of Science per fortnight; 5 lessons of the 15 will be covering biology, 5 chemistry and 

5 physics. Students will have a specialist teacher for each of these 3 areas of science.  

We will use data from the boysΩ attitude to learning, homework and attainment to decide on whether this is an      

appropriate route on an individual basis. Most boys who opt for this pathway have traditionally been in sets 1, 2 or 3 

in year 9.  Although the common trait linked to the boys with the most success is an excellent attitude to their     

learning both in and out of the classroom. 

The students will complete a minimum of 8 designated practicals, for each science, which cover apparatus and      

techniques set by the Department of Education (DfE).  

Iƻǿ ƛǎ Ψ¢ǊƛǇƭŜ {ŎƛŜƴŎŜΩ ŀǎǎŜǎǎŜŘΚ 

At the end of year 11 there are six papers each 1 hour 45 minutes long: two biology, two chemistry and two physics. 

Each of the papers will assess knowledge and understanding from distinct topic areas.   

Each paper will include closed questions, structured questions and questions needing longer answers and will         

contribute 50% towards the final grade of each science.  

15% of the marks for each paper are related to the designated practical work. 

The level of maths being assessed in science has increased. 

 Maths to be assessed on each science: biology 10%, chemistry 20% and physics 30%) 

²ƘŜǊŜ Ŏŀƴ Ψ¢ǊƛǇƭŜ {ŎƛŜƴŎŜΩ ƭŜŀŘΚ 

ΨTriple ScienceΩ is a demanding academic course which will prepare the boys for pursuing Science at A Level and       

beyond. This qualification develops a variety of key skills that can be used in all areas of working life beyond             

education. Separate sciences may be required for the most sought after universities or very competitive courses such 

as medicine, dentistry and veterinary medicine. 

For more information please contact: 

Mr J. Woodley, Head of Science on jwoodley@birkdalehigh.co.uk 
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Computer Science 

Examination Board: OCR 

Qualification: 1 GCSE  

²Ƙŀǘ Ŏŀƴ L ŜȄǇŜŎǘ ŀƴŘ Ƙƻǿ ƛǎ ŎƻƳǇǳǘƛƴƎ ŀǎǎŜǎǎŜŘ 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

²Ƙŀǘ ƳŀƪŜǎ ŀ ƎƻƻŘ /ƻƳǇǳǘƛƴƎ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘΚ 

It is essential that pupils choosing this option are: 
· Very comfortable in using mathematics 
· Well motivated and able to meet deadlines 
· Mature enough to work with minimum supervision 
· Logical and keen on solving problems 
· Interested in finding out how things work 

²ƘŜǊŜ Ŏŀƴ /ƻƳǇǳǘƛƴƎ ƭŜŀŘΚ 

The course provides excellent preparation for higher study and employment in the field of Computer Science. The    

increasing importance of information technologies means there will be a growing demand for professionals who are 

qualified in this area. Students whoΩve taken a GCSE in Computing and who then progress to study the subject at A   

Level or university will have an advantage over their fellow students who are picking up the subject at these levels. 

The course will develop critical thinking, analysis and problem-solving skills through the study of computer                 

programming. For many students, it will be a fun and interesting way to develop these skills, which can be transferred 

to other subjects and even applied in day to day life. In this respect, the course will make an excellent preparation for   

students who want to study or work in areas that rely on these skills, especially where they are applied to technical 

problems. These areas include engineering, financial and resource management, science and medicine.  

For more information please contact: 

Mr S. Moss, Head of ICT on smoss@birkdalehigh.co.uk 

/ƻƴǘŜƴǘ hǾŜǊǾƛŜǿ !ǎǎŜǎǎƳŜƴǘ hǾŜǊǾƛŜǿ 

/ƻƳǇǳǘŜǊ ǎȅǎǘŜƳǎ 
Systems Architecture 
Memory 
Storage 
Wired and wireless networks 
Network topologies, protocols and layers 
System security 
System software 
Ethical, legal, cultural and environmental concerns 

  
Computer systems 
(01) 
80 marks 
1 hour and 30 minutes 
Written paper 

  
пл҈ 
of 

total 
GCSE 

/ƻƳǇǳǘŀǝƻƴŀƭ ǘƘƛƴƪƛƴƎΣ ŀƭƎƻǊƛǘƘƳǎ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳƳƛƴƎ 
Algorithms 
Programming techniques 
Producing robust programs 
Computational logic 
Translators and facilities of languages 
Data representation 

  
Computational thinking, algorithms 

and programming 
(02) 
80 marks 
1 hour and 30 minutes 
Written paper 

  
пл҈ 
of 

total 
GCSE 

tǊƻƎǊŀƳƳƛƴƎ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘ 
Programming techniques 
Analysis 
Design 
Development 
Testing and evaluation and conclusions 

  
Programming project 
(03/04) 
40 marks 
Totalling 20 hours 
Non-Exam Assessment (NEA) 

  
нл҈ 
of 

total 
GCSE 
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French 

Examination Board: Edexcel 

Qualification: 1 GCSE  

²Ƙŀǘ Ŏŀƴ L ŜȄǇŜŎǘΚ 

Pupils will study the new Pearson Edexcel exam in French which has been developed to help pupils of all abilities   
progress and develop a passion for languages, through culturally engaging content.  French GCSE is designed to show 
how    language is used in real life and to provide pupils with a sense of purpose to language learning. 

Topics studied will be linked to identity and culture; local, national, international and global areas of interest; and   
current and future study and employment.   

 

Iƻǿ ƛǎ CǊŜƴŎƘ ŀǎǎŜǎǎŜŘΚ 

Controlled assessment no longer exists in French.  Pupils will be assessed in listening, speaking, reading and writing 
with 25% assessment weightings per skill at the end of the course.  There is now a greater emphasis on grammar and 
the ability to write and talk independently using a variety of tenses and language structures. 

Exam papers will include: 

¶ short translations from and into French 

¶ authentic stimuli in the reading paper, including literary texts 

¶ a return to role play in the speaking exam 

¶ writing letters,  magazine reviews, post cards, e-mails and blogs 

 

²Ƙŀǘ ƳŀƪŜǎ ŀ ƎƻƻŘ ƭŀƴƎǳŀƎŜ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘΚ 

It is essential that pupils choosing this option are: 

¶ Comfortable using a variety of tenses from memory without support 

¶ Good at learning new vocabulary and able to commit to learning spellings on a weekly basis 

¶ Well motivated and able to meet deadlines 

 

²ƘŜǊŜ Ŏŀƴ CǊŜƴŎƘ ƭŜŀŘΚ 

A qualification in a modern foreign language for careers such as teaching, translating and interpreting is obviously 
essential.  However, there are also many other varied careers where a knowledge of a foreign language alongside  
other skills can be of great advantage, opening up many opportunities in careers such as banking, journalism         
computing, accounting, law, advertising, marketing and engineering.  The ability to speak a foreign language will     
enable you to communicate with other Europeans and provide the opportunity to travel and work not only in Europe 
but also worldwide.  The language learning skills you develop will make you more adaptable in your future life and 
career. 

For more information please contact: 

Mrs C. Wadhwa, Head of MFL on cwadhwa@birkdalehigh.co.uk 
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Spanish 

Examination Board: Edexcel 

Qualification: 1 GCSE  

²Ƙŀǘ Ŏŀƴ L ŜȄǇŜŎǘΚ 

Pupils will study the new Pearson Edexcel exam in Spanish which has been developed to help pupils of all abilities    
progress and develop a passion for languages, through culturally engaging content.  Spanish GCSE is designed to show 
how  language is used in real life and to provide pupils with a sense of purpose to language learning. 

Topics studied will be linked to identity and culture; local, national, international and global areas of interest; and    
current and future study and employment.   

 

Iƻǿ ƛǎ {ǇŀƴƛǎƘ ŀǎǎŜǎǎŜŘΚ 

Controlled assessment no longer exists in Spanish.  Pupils will be assessed in listening, speaking, reading and writing 
with 25% assessment weightings per skill at the end of the course.  There is now a greater emphasis on grammar and 
the ability to write and talk independently using a variety of tenses and language structures. 

Exam papers will include: 

¶ short translations from and into Spanish 

¶ authentic stimuli in the reading paper, including literary texts 

¶ a return to role play in the speaking exam 

¶ writing letters,  magazine reviews, post cards, e-mails and blogs 

 

²Ƙŀǘ ƳŀƪŜǎ ŀ ƎƻƻŘ ƭŀƴƎǳŀƎŜ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘΚ 

It is essential that pupils choosing this option are: 

¶ Comfortable using a variety of tenses from memory without support 

¶ Good at learning new vocabulary and able to commit to learning spellings on a weekly basis 

¶ Well motivated and able to meet deadlines 

 

²ƘŜǊŜ Ŏŀƴ {ǇŀƴƛǎƘ ƭŜŀŘΚ 

A qualification in a modern foreign language for careers such as teaching, translating and interpreting is obviously  
essential.  However, there are also many other varied careers where a knowledge of a foreign language alongside   
other skills can be of great advantage, opening up many opportunities in careers such as banking, journalism,         
computing, accounting, law, advertising, marketing and engineering.  The ability to speak a foreign language will      
enable you to communicate with other Europeans and provide the opportunity to travel and work not only in Europe 
but also worldwide.  The language learning skills you develop will make you more adaptable in your future life and 
career. 

For more information please contact: 

Mrs C. Wadhwa, Head of MFL on cwadhwa@birkdalehigh.co.uk 
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Geography 

Examination Board: AQA 

Qualification: 1 GCSE  

²Ƙŀǘ Ŏŀƴ L ŜȄǇŜŎǘΚ 

The course examines Physical and Human Themes and investigates the links between them.  A range of case studies 
are used to illustrate key aspects of the course at a local, national and international scale such as the United Kingdom 
(UK), higher income countries (HICs), newly emerging economies (NEEs) and lower income countries (LICs).  An      
emphasis is placed on the Human and Physical Geography of the UK including the changing economic landscape.   

Upon completion of this two year course, students will have the skills and experience to progress onto A-level        
Geography and beyond.  Geography is also seen as an ΨenablerΩ subject by many universities.   

²Ƙŀǘ ǿƛƭƭ ȅƻǳ ǎǘǳŘȅΚ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Iƻǿ ƛǎ DŜƻƎǊŀǇƘȅ ŀǎǎŜǎǎŜŘΚ 

¢ƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ƴƻ ǘƛŜǊǎΦ  !ƭƭ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ǿƛƭƭ ǎƛǘ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ǘƘǊŜŜ ŜȄŀƳǎΦ 

 Paper 1 – Physical Geography.  1hr and 30minutes.  35% of total grade.  
 Paper 2 – Human Geography.  1hr and 30minutes.  35% of total grade. 
 Paper о— Geographical Applications.  1hr and 15minutes.  30% of total grade. 

{ǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŀǎǎŜǎǎŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǎǇŜƭƭƛƴƎΣ ǇǳƴŎǘǳŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ƎǊŀƳƳŀǊΦ  Lƴ DŜƻƎǊŀǇƘȅ ǘƘŜ ŎǊƛǘŜǊƛŀ ŦƻǊ ǘƘƛǎ ƛǎΥ 

Students spell and punctuate with consistent accuracy 
Students use rules of grammar with effective control of meaning overall 
Students use a wide range of specialist terms as appropriate 

aŀǘƘŜƳŀǘƛŎŀƭ ŀƴŘ {ǘŀǘƛǎǘƛŎŀƭ ǎƪƛƭƭǎ ǿƛƭƭ ŀŎŎƻǳƴǘ ŦƻǊ мл҈ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǘƻǘŀƭ ƳŀǊƪǎ ŀǿŀǊŘŜŘΦ 

 

For more information please contact: 

Ms S. Crosbie,  Head of Humanities on scrosbie@birkdalehigh.co.uk 

t!t9w мΥ tƘȅǎƛŎŀƭ DŜƻƎǊŀǇƘȅ 
· Natural Hazards 
· Tectonic Hazards 
· Weather Hazards 
· Climate Change 
· Ecosystems 
· Tropical Rainforests 
· Hot Deserts 
· UK Physical Landscapes 
· River Landscapes in the UK 
· Glacial Landscapes in the UK 

t!t9w нΥ IǳƳŀƴ DŜƻƎǊŀǇƘȅ 
· Urban issues and challenges 
· Investigating the economic 
Landscape of the UK 
· Contrasting levels of 
Development at a global scale 
· Resource management 
· Global Water Management 
  

t!t9w оΥ DŜƻƎǊŀǇƘƛŎŀƭ           
!ǇǇƭƛŎŀǘƛƻƴǎ 
Students will go on two fieldtrips 
– one Human and one Physical.  
Students will be required to write 
up their fieldwork which will take 
approximately 10 hours of  
homework time to complete. 
 
 The studentsΩ knowledge of their 
fieldwork will be assessed in the 
third Geography exam.  StudentsΩ 
ability to analyse and interpret 
graphs and source data will also 
be tested in this paper. 

²Ƙŀǘ ƳŀƪŜǎ ŀ ƎƻƻŘ DŜƻƎǊŀǇƘȅ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘΚ 

It is essential that pupils choosing this option: 
¶ are well motivated 
¶ are able to meet deadlines 
¶ are mature enough to work with minimum 

supervision 
¶ have a good command of written English 
¶ have a good command of maths and statis-

tics 

²ƘŜǊŜ Ŏŀƴ DŜƻƎǊŀǇƘȅ ƭŜŀŘΚ 
Geography is an enabler as it teaches a wide range 
of skills that can be transferred into other studies.  
These include Leisure, Travel and Tourism,           
Meteorology, Social Service, Business and Finance, 
Scientific Service, Environmental Management and 
many, many more. 
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History 

Examination Board: Edexcel 

Qualification: 1 GCSE  

For more information please contact: 

Ms E. Jackson, Head of Humanities on ejackson@birkdalehigh.co.uk 

²Ƙŀǘ ǿƛƭƭ L ǎǘǳŘȅΚ  

You will study four areas of History: 

¶ Crime & Punishment through Time, c. мллл—Present Day 

¶ American West 1835-1895 

¶ Early Elizabethan England 1558-1588 

¶ Weimar and Nazi Germany 

Iƻǿ ǿƛƭƭ L ōŜ ŀǎǎŜǎǎŜŘΚ 

¶ There will be an examination paper of one and a quarter hours on Warfare and British Society.  

¶ There will be an examination paper of one hour 45 minutes which will be on the American West and Early                        
Elizabethan England 

¶ There will be an examination paper of one hour 20 minutes on Weimar and Nazi Germany. 

²Ƙŀǘ Ŏŀƴ L ŜȄǇŜŎǘΚ 

¶ A substantial amount of the work will be source-based so will require quite a lot of reading, but also              
observational skills as some of the sources will be visual. A study of political cartoons is particularly important in 
this course. 

¶ Students will have frequent opportunities to hone their exam skills during the two year course as exam        
questions will often be set either in class or as part of homework. 

¶ There is a strong emphasis on independent learning so students will often be given a question or a task and left 
to decide for themselves how they will research and present their ΨanswerΩΦ  

¶ There will be paired and group work which will require students to solve a problem or choose between several 
possible solutions or answers. 

²Ƙŀǘ ƳŀƪŜǎ ŀ ƎƻƻŘ D/{9 IƛǎǘƻǊȅ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘΚ 

A good History student needs to be: 

¶ well motivated and able to meet deadlines 

¶ willing and able to do independent research – VERY important for a historian 

¶ full of ideas 

¶ interested in a wide range of subjects and topical issues 

¶ willing to listen to and accept advice 

¶ good literacy skills 

¶ able to organise his ideas, write in paragraphs and use evidence to support his point of view 

²ƘŜǊŜ Ŏŀƴ IƛǎǘƻǊȅ ƭŜŀŘΚ 

¶ It fits in well with almost all combinations of subjects that you might want to do in further education. 

¶ It is acceptable as a non-vocational qualification for virtually any career or form of further education. 

¶ Even for science subjects, it is a good qualification to have since it shows that your education has been broadly 
based.  Many universities, for example, prefer pupils who have a wide range of passes at GCSE. 

¶ History includes a large number of highly transferable skills that will be useful in a whole range of jobs.          
tŜƻǇƭŜ ǿƛǘƘ IƛǎǘƻǊȅ ǉǳŀƭƛŬŎŀǝƻƴǎ ŀǊŜ ŀƳƻƴƎǎǘ ǘƘŜ Ƴƻǎǘ ǎƻǳƎƘǘ ŀƊŜǊ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ Ƨƻōǎ ƳŀǊƪŜǘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘƛǎ ǾŜǊȅ ǊŜŀǎƻƴΦ  
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Art and Design 

Examination Board: AQA 

Qualification: 1 GCSE  

²Ƙŀǘ Ŏŀƴ L ŜȄǇŜŎǘΚ 

¶ A 100% practical course 

¶ The opportunity to work with a wide variety of art equipment  

¶ To be influenced by other artists and cultures 

¶ To work in a variety of styles ensuring that you are continually challenged to achieve your maximum 
potential 

Iƻǿ ƛǎ !Ǌǘ ŀǎǎŜǎǎŜŘΚ 

Pupils create a portfolio selected from work undertaken during the course.  

The portfolio must include one extended project and other pieces of work. This unit is worth 60% of the 
overall mark. 

The externally set task (examination). 

Students are allowed a preparation period of about 5/6 weeks in order to gather their research and work 
towards a final piece (or pieces). Students then sit a 10 hour controlled conditions examination to enable 
them to produce their final piece(s) from their chosen starting point. This unit is worth 40% of the overall 
mark.  

²Ƙŀǘ ƳŀƪŜǎ ŀ ƎƻƻŘ !Ǌǘ {ǘǳŘŜƴǘΚ 

¶ Someone who is creative, imaginative and capable of generating their own thoughts, ideas and opinions 

¶ Someone who is dedicated and hardworking 

¶ Someone who is able to focus upon an area of study for a sustained period of time 

¶ The ability to direct your own coursework based on a given theme 

 ²ƘŜǊŜ Ŏŀƴ !Ǌǘ ƭŜŀŘΚ 

All of the skills which are continually utilised in Art, like being a good self-manager, an independent         

enquirer and a creative thinker are life-long skills which are essential in many walks of life. Art specific    

careers include: 

Art Teacher,  Graphic Designer,   Fashion Designer,   Illustrator,   Art therapist,     

Set Designer,  Animation,    Jewellery Designer/Maker,    Architect 

For more information please contact: 

Mrs C. Carrington, Head of Creative on ccarrington@birkdalehigh.co.uk 
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Creative iMedia 

Examination Board: OCR 

Qualification: 1 GCSE  

²Ƙŀǘ Ŏŀƴ L ŜȄǇŜŎǘΚ 

The Cambridge National in Creative iMedia will equip learners with a range of creative media skills and provide       

opportunities to develop, in context, desirable, transferable skills such as research, planning and review, working with 

others and communicating creative concepts effectively.  

²Ƙŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳǊǎŜ ǿƛƭƭ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜ 

The course consists of four modules 

Unit RO81—students learn about the pre-production of a creative digital media product for a specific client brief 

Unit RO82—Students will learn about the basics of digital graphics editing for the creative and digital media sector. 

Unit RO86—Students will learn about the different types of digital animation techniques, know where they are used, 

and be able to create a digital animation against a set brief. 

Unit RO87—Students will learn about the basics of interactive multimedia product to a given scenario. 

Iƻǿ ƛǎ L/¢ ŀǎǎŜǎǎŜŘΚ 

Units RO82, RO86, RO87 are centre assessed and externally moderated and are assessed throughout the course. RO81 

is a written examination. 

нр҈ - Pre-Production skills (examination) RO81 

нр҈ - Creating digital graphics RO82 

нр҈ - Creating a digital animation RO86 

нр҈ - Creating interactive multimedia products RO87 

Although it is also essential that candidates have a reasonable command of written English, the qualities listed above 

are more important than academic ability.  Creative iMedia is an extremely rewarding course for those who are eager 

to improve their skills in the use of technology. It provides an excellent foundation for further study and skills that are 

highly sought after by many employers. 

²ƘŜǊŜ Ŏŀƴ /ǊŜŀǝǾŜ ƛaŜŘƛŀ ƭŜŀŘΚ 

Creative iMedia skills are essential for success in employment and higher education, and are among the fundamental 

transferable skills required by employers. Cambridge Nationals deliver these skills across the whole range of learning 

styles and abilities, effectively engaging and inspiring all students to achieve great things. This qualification is        

equivalent to one GCSE and allows students to go on to further study of ICT, Business, Design and Technology and of 

course iMedia. 

For more information please contact: 

Mr S. Moss, Head of ICT on smoss@birkdalehigh.co.uk 
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Drama 

Examination Board: AQA 

Qualification: 1 GCSE  

²Ƙŀǘ Ŏŀƴ L ŜȄǇŜŎǘΚ 

The course offers students the opportunity to explore drama as a practical art form in which ideas and meaning are 
communicated to an audience through choices of form, style and convention. Students will be introduced to key   
practitioners, theoretical influences and influential playwrights whilst developing and building their core practical  
performance skills. The subject content for GCSE Drama is divided into three components: 

¶ Understanding drama (written exam) 

¶ Devising drama (practical and coursework portfolio) 

¶ Texts in practice (practical) 

In the practical components students may specialise in performing, lighting, sound, set and/or costume. Whilst there 
is an emphasis on the practical element in this course, the building up of a lively portfolio full of inspiration ideas,  
collaboration and experimentation and finally evaluation, is also a central part of the course.   

Iƻǿ ƛǎ 5ǊŀƳŀ ŀǎǎŜǎǎŜŘΚ 

/ƻƳǇƻƴŜƴǘ мΥ ²ǊƛǧŜƴ 9ȄŀƳ όпл҈ύ 

Component 1 consists of the written paper – an open book exam of 1¾ hours 

Section A: multiple choice questions on knowledge and understanding of drama and theatre  (4 marks) 

Section B: four questions on a given extract from the set play (chosen from a choice of six)  (46 marks) 

Section C: one two part question (from a choice) on the work of theatre makers in a single live theatre production (30 
marks) 

/ƻƳǇƻƴŜƴǘǎ н ϧ оΥ tǊŀŎǝŎŀƭ ²ƻǊƪ όсл҈ύ 

Component 2 (40%) consists of creating and performing devised drama (students may choose to contribute as        
performer or designer).  Students will analyse and evaluate their own work with the creation and development of a 
coursework portfolio (devising log).  

Component 3 (20%) consists of a performance of two extracts from one play (this text must be a contrast to the play 

examined in the written exam).  Students may contribute as a performer or designer.  

²ƘŜǊŜ Ŏŀƴ 5ǊŀƳŀ ƭŜŀŘΚ 

Drama offers students the opportunity to explore a range of creative as well as critical thinking skills while engaging 
and encouraging them to become imaginative and confident performers and designers.  It implements and instils key 
skills applicable to a variety of careers as you learn to present yourself in public with confidence.   

This course is for you if you intend to study AS or A-level Drama, as you will already have become familiar with       
studying whole set texts for the written papers.   Drama students go on to pursue careers in Performing Arts ,         
Entertainment Industry, Media, Politics, Teaching, Events Management etc.  

For more information please contact: 

Mr H. Jeffery, Lead teacher of Drama on hjeffery@birkdalehigh.co.uk 
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Food Preparation and Nutrition 

Examination Board: WJEC (eduqas) 

Qualification: 1 GCSE  

²Ƙŀǘ Ŏŀƴ L ŜȄǇŜŎǘΚ 

GCSE Food Preparation and Nutrition is an exciting and creative course which focuses on practical cooking skills to  

ensure students develop a thorough understanding of nutrition, food provenance and the working characteristics of 

food materials. At its heart, this qualification focuses on nurturing students' practical cookery skills to give them a 

strong understanding of nutrition.  

Food preparation skills are integrated into five core topics:  Food, nutrition and health, Food science, Food safety, Food 

choice, Food provenance.  The range of food and ingredients studied should reflect the recommended guidelines for a 

healthy diet based on the main food commodity groups.  

/ƻǳǊǎŜǎ ōŀǎŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘƛǎ ǎǇŜŎƛŬŎŀǝƻƴ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ŜƴŀōƭŜ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ǘƻΥ 

¶ demonstrate effective and safe cooking skills by planning, preparing and cooking using a variety of food       

commodities, cooking techniques and equipment 

¶ develop knowledge and understanding of the functional properties and chemical processes as well as the     

nutritional content of food and drinks 

¶ understand the relationship between diet, nutrition and health, including the physiological and psychological 

effects of poor diet and health 

¶ understand the economic, environmental, ethical, and socio-cultural influences on food availability, production 

processes, and diet and health choices 

¶ demonstrate knowledge and understanding of functional and nutritional properties, sensory qualities and    

microbiological food safety considerations when preparing, processing, storing, cooking and serving food 

¶ understand and explore a range of ingredients and processes from different culinary traditions (traditional 

British and international), to inspire new ideas or modify existing recipes. 

AO1: Demonstrate knowledge and understanding of nutrition, food, cooking and preparation. 

AO2: Apply knowledge and understanding of nutrition, food, cooking and preparation. 

AO3: Plan, prepare, cook and present dishes, combining appropriate techniques. 

AO4: Analyse and evaluate different aspects of nutrition, food, cooking and preparation including food made by    

themselves and others. 

For more information please contact: 

Mr G Ascough,  gascough@birkdalehigh.co.uk 
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Design and Technology 

Examination Board: AQA 

Qualification: 1 GCSE  

²Ƙŀǘ Ŏŀƴ L ŜȄǇŜŎǘΚ 

GCSE Design and Technology will prepare students to participate confidently and successfully in an increasingly  technological 

world. Students will gain awareness and learn from wider influences on Design and Technology including historical, social, cultural, 

environmental and economic factors. Students will get the opportunity to work creatively when designing and making and apply 

technical and practical expertise. Our GCSE allows students to study core  technical and designing and making principles, including a 

broad range of design processes, materials techniques and equipment. They will also have the opportunity to study specialist tech-

nical principles in greater depth. 

This specification encourage students to: 

¶ demonstrate their understanding that all design and technological activity takes place within contexts that influence the out-

comes of design practice  and  develop realistic design proposals as a result of the exploration of design opportunities and usersΩ 

needs, wants and values 

¶ use imagination, experimentation and combine ideas when designing and develop the skills to critique and refine their own ideas 

whilst designing and making and communicate their design ideas and decisions using different media and  techniques, as        

appropriate for different audiences at key points in their designing  

¶ develop decision making skills, including the planning and organisation of time and resources when managing their own project 

work. Develop a broad knowledge of materials, components and technologies and practical skills to develop high quality,        

imaginative and functional prototypes and be ambitious and open to explore and take design risks in order to stretch the devel-

opment of design proposals, avoiding clichéd or stereotypical responses  

¶ consider the costs, commercial viability and marketing of products  and demonstrate safe working practices in design and tech-

nology  while use key design and technology terminology including those related to: designing, innovation and        communica-

tion; materials and technologies; making, manufacture and production; critiquing, values and ethics. 

!ǎǎŜǎǎƳŜƴǘ ƻōƧŜŎǝǾŜǎ 

The exams and non-exam assessment will measure how students have achieved the following assessment objectives. 

AO1: Identify, investigate and outline design possibilities to address needs and wants.  

AO2: Design and make prototypes that are fit for purpose. 

AO3: Analyse and evaluate: design decisions and outcomes, including for prototypes made by themselves and others wider issues in 

design and technology. 

AO4: Demonstrate and apply knowledge and understanding of: technical principles, designing and making principles. 

²ƘŜǊŜ Ŏŀƴ wŜǎƛǎǘŀƴǘ aŀǘŜǊƛŀƭǎ ƭŜŀŘΚ 

¶ There is progression to related AS/A2 subjects in Southport, though these may not have exactly the same titles.  

¶ National Diplomas in Engineering. 

¶ A Resistant Materials GCSE will contribute to any Further Education entry qualifications 

For more information please contact: 

Mr A. Milner, Head of Technology on azmilner@birkdalehigh.co.uk 
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Music 

Examination Board: AQA 

Qualification: 1 GCSE  

²Ƙŀǘ Ŏŀƴ L ŜȄǇŜŎǘΚ  

Music plays a huge part in everyday life. You will compose music and perform music to your highest standard. You will 
learn about music from other cultures and times as well as having a free choice to perform in your own style. You will 
be encouraged to: 

Express yourself through music composition and performance and prepare for the examination which embraces all 
styles of music  

Iƻǿ ƛǎ aǳǎƛŎ ŀǎǎŜǎǎŜŘΚ 

¶ tŜǊŦƻǊƳƛƴƎΥ Students are required to produce 2 pieces of Music performed on their chosen instruments. They 
are pieces of the studentsΩ choice. At least one piece must be performed as an ensemble ie with at least one 
other live musician. To achieve full marks the pieces must be of ABRSM Grade 5 standard or equivalent. Both 
pieces must be recorded in the year of examination ie year 11. This Component accounts for 30% of the overall 
mark. The total time for Performance piece must be at least four minutes with at least one minute for the    
ensemble. It is permissible for lower grade students to perform a series of shorter pieces, eg. Grade One pieces 
in order to fulfil the four minute requirement. 

¶ /ƻƳǇƻǎƛƴƎΥ Students are required two Compose 2 pieces of Music. One will be a free composition and the  
other will be composed to a brief set by AQA. The total time for both compositions combined must be at least 3 
minutes and no more than 4 minutes and 30 seconds. This component accounts for 30% of the overall mark. 

¶ [ƛǎǘŜƴƛƴƎκ !ǇǇǊŀƛǎƛƴƎΥ Students will be required to sit one paper lasting 1hour and 30 minutes. Approximately 
67% will be based on Listening skills. This will require musical answers to given excerpts of music. The             
remainder will be contextual responding to set works which will include The Western Classical Tradition as a 
compulsory component. The whole paper accounts for 40% of the overall mark. 

²Ƙŀǘ ƳŀƪŜǎ ŀ ƎƻƻŘ aǳǎƛŎ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘΚ 

You must be: 

¶ Motivated and able to meet deadlines, be able to work independently  i.e. regular instrumental practice and 
someone who enjoys Music! 

There is no requirement for students to be competent instrumentalists/vocalists at this stage but a commitment to be 
so is required. You will need to be committed to your music to gain the best from this course where you will be       
required to perform with your peers. The vast majority of Music students profess to find the course rewarding and 
enjoyable. You will be able to perform and compose in styles of your choice but you will be expected to link your   
compositions to elements of music from the specification. These are called Areas of Study and cover elements such as 
rhythm, metre, tonality, melody, harmony, structure, texture, timbre, dynamics and form. 

²ƘŜǊŜ Ŏŀƴ aǳǎƛŎ ƭŜŀŘΚ 

Music is an excellent GCSE to have on your CV as it shows you have important qualities that ALL employers and       
colleges are looking for such as self-discipline, organisational skills and the ability to work in a team. It can lead into 
many different fields, here are just a few: 

A-Level Music, degree courses and teaching qualifications, Music Technology courses, music producer or composer, 
working in a studio, recording artist, singer, actress or session musician. Journalism: music critic or radio presenter. 
Composer: advertising, film scores or jingles. 

For more information please contact: 

Mr J. Waring, Lead teacher in Music on jwaring@birkdalehigh.co.uk 
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Physical Education 

Examination Board: Edexcel 

Qualification: 1 GCSE  

²Ƙŀǘ Ŏŀƴ L ŜȄǇŜŎǘ ƛƴ D/{9 tƘȅǎƛŎŀƭ 9ŘǳŎŀǝƻƴΚ 

In years 10 and 11 all pupils have core Physical Education lessons. In addition to these, the department offers GCSE 

Physical Education and the BTEC Level 2 First Award in Sport qualification as option subjectΦ Next year, we will be 

offering the brand new GCSE Physical Education specification to pupils and boys undertaking the course will follow the 

Edexcel Syllabus. We pride ourselves on our excellent course delivery and our A*-C Pass Rates are always well above 

the National Averages. (91% in Summer 2015). An overview of the new qualification is highlighted in the table below: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

²Ƙŀǘ ƳŀƪŜǎ ŀ ƎƻƻŘ D/{9 tƘȅǎƛŎŀƭ 9ŘǳŎŀǝƻƴ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘΚ 

1. Strong sporting ability in at least three activity areas (one individual sport, one team sport and one free choice)                                                                                                                                       

2. Commitment towards focused independent study and an ability to meet homework deadlines. The majority of les-

sons will be theory-based in a classroom. A minimum of one hours homework is set every week.                                         

3. Very good all-round ability in the core subjects. Science plays a huge part in the new theory components. English is 

vital as well-developed extended answer writing ability and strong literacy skills are necessary for success in the two 

examinations. Sound ability in Mathematics is also needed to cope with the vast amounts of data analysis that is pre-

sent in the new specification. 

²ƘŜǊŜ Ŏŀƴ D/{9 tƘȅǎƛŎŀƭ 9ŘǳŎŀǝƻƴ ƭŜŀŘΚ  

A Level Physical Education and/or BTEC National Diploma in Sport. (Ultimately potentially leading to careers in ; Sports 

and Leisure Centres, FE Colleges, Secondary Education, Sports   Development, Sports Science and Sports Coaching). 

For more information please contact: 

Mr J. Quirk,  Head of PE on jquirk@birkdalehigh.co.uk 

/ƻǳǊǎŜ                               

/ƻƳǇƻƴŜƴǘ 

!ǎǎŜǎǎƳŜƴǘ     

aŜǘƘƻŘ 

aŀǊƪǎ             

!ǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ 

²ŜƛƎƘǝƴƎ            /ƻƴǘŜƴǘ  hǾŜǊǾƛŜǿ 

Component м— 

CƛǘƴŜǎǎ ŀƴŘ .ƻŘȅ 

{ȅǎǘŜƳǎ 

Written                   

Examination   

(1hour 45 minutes) 

 

90 marks 

ос҈  

of the whole   

qualification 

Topic м—Applied Anatomy & Physiology             

Topic н—Movement Analysis                                   

Topic о—Physical Training                                           

Topic п—Use of Data 

Component н— 

IŜŀƭǘƘ ϧ                 

tŜǊŦƻǊƳŀƴŎŜ 

Written                   

Examination  (1hour 

15 minutes) 

 

70 marks 

нп҈ 

of the whole 

qualification 

Topic м—Health, Fitness & Well-being                  

Topic н—Sport Psychology                                      

Topic о—Socio-Cultural Influences                        

Topic п—Use of Data 

Component 3 — 

tǊŀŎǝŎŀƭ                       

tŜǊŦƻǊƳŀƴŎŜ 

Non-examined        

Assessment              

Internally Marked & 

Externally Moderated 

105 marks  (35 

Marks for each 

of 3 practical  

activities) 

ол҈ 

of the whole 

qualification 

Skills during individual and team activities          

General performance skills                                                            

3 practical activities from a defined list. 

Component 4  - 

tŜǊǎƻƴŀƭ               

9ȄŜǊŎƛǎŜ                       

tǊƻƎǊŀƳƳŜ  

Non-examined           

Assessment                  

Internally Marked & 

Externally Moderated 

 

20 marks 

мл҈ 

of the whole 

qualification 

Aim and Planning Analysis                                      

Carrying out and Monitoring the PEP (Personal Exer-

cise Programme)                                                               

Evaluation of the PEP 
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aŀǘŜǊƛŀƭǎ ¢ŜŎƘƴƻƭƻƎȅ ¢ŜŎƘƴƛŎŀƭ !ǿŀǊŘ 

Examination Board: TBC 

Qualification: 1 BTEC at Level 2 Award 
²Ƙŀǘ Ŏŀƴ L ŜȄǇŜŎǘΚ  

¢ƘŜ ƴŜǿ ǉǳŀƭƛŬŎŀǝƻƴ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ ŦƻǊ ŬǊǎǘ ǘŜŀŎƘƛƴƎ ƛƴ {ŜǇǘŜƳōŜǊ нлмтΦ Lǘ ƛǎ ƛƴǘŜƴŘŜŘ ŦƻǊ ƭŜŀǊƴŜǊǎ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘŜŘ ƛƴ 

ǳǎƛƴƎ ƳŀǘŜǊƛŀƭǎ ƛƴ ŀ ǇǊŀŎǝŎŀƭ ǿŀȅΣ ŀƴŘ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ǇǊƻǇŜǊǝŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘƻǎŜ ƳŀǘŜǊƛŀƭǎΦ 

Learners will have the opportunity to develop skills in making high quality products using woods, metal and polymers 

(plastics). They will be expected to make a range of products, prototypes and samples, applying technical and practical 

expertise to ensure that the product is fit for purpose. They will have the opportunity to use traditional skills and   

modern technologies.  Technical Awards are practical, vocational qualifications available to 14-16 year olds to take 

alongside GCSEs. If approved by the Department for Education, a single award will be equivalent to a GCSE qualifica-

tion and will count towards performance tables. They could then be included in Progress 8 as part of the non-Ebacc 

open group of subjects. 

New qualification enables learners to: develop a broad knowledge of materials, components and technologies,        

develop practical skills to produce high quality functional prototypes and/or products, develop decision making skills 

through both independent, team and collaborative work, communicate their decisions effectively to a third party, be 

able to read, interpret and work from drawings, plans and instructions, be able to produce working drawings and   

production plans, develop an understanding of quality and how this can be achieved by making to fine tolerances, use 

materials efficiently in relation to cost and environmental impact, demonstrate safe working practices, use key       

technical terminology related to materials and processes, develop the knowledge and understanding to evaluate and 

refine their own skills, develop an awareness of industrial practices and employment opportunities. 

There are two internally-assessed units, and a third unit that is externally assessed: 

¦ƴƛǘ мΥ {ƪƛƭƭǎ 5ŜƳƻƴǎǘǊŀǝƻƴ όол҈ύ 

Learners will produce a portfolio of small made outcomes to demonstrate core skills outlined in the specification. 

These skills include: team working, marking out, cutting and shaping, forming, bending and laminating, casting and 

moulding, quantity production, the use of powered machinery, heat and chemical treatment, joining techniques 

(welding, soldering, wood joining, solvent welding), using CAD/CAM systems, using finishing techniques, quality con-

trol and maintaining accuracy. 

¦ƴƛǘ нΥ 9ȄǘŜƴŘŜŘ ƳŀƪƛƴƎ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘ όол҈ύ 

Learners will undertake an extended project that showcases the skills they have developed in unit 1. The brief for this 

will be set by AQA. Example briefs learners might receive: Create a piece of jewellery, Create a childΩs toy from sustainable 

materials, Create a piece of furniture for the home. 

The project will be marked against the following criteria: 

planning and development, making, testing and evaluation, communication 

¦ƴƛǘ оΥ 9ȄǘŜǊƴŀƭ ŀǎǎŜǎǎƳŜƴǘ όǿǊƛǧŜƴ ŜȄŀƳ ς пл҈ύ 

Learners will be assessed on the following topics: Materials and their working properties, Processes and manufacture, 

Environmental and sustainability issues, Health and safety issues, Systems and control, CAD and CAM and Industrial 

practices. 

For more information please contact: 

Mr A Milner, Head of Technology on azmilner@birkdalehigh.co.uk 

http://www.aqa.org.uk/technical-awards
http://www.aqa.org.uk/about-us/what-we-do/policy/gcse-and-a-level-changes/performance-tables/new-key-stage-4-changes-to-performance-tables/progress-8


Key Stage 4 Courses 2017.  www.birkdalehigh.co.uk 

B
T
e
c
 
C
o
u
r
s
e
s

 

BTEC in Sport  

Examination Board: Edexcel 

Qualification: 1 BTEC at Level 2 Award 

 

For more information please contact: 

Mr S. Keary, Teacher in Charge on skeary@birkdalehigh.co.uk 

BTEC Sport is a vocationally related qualification, where learners develop knowledge and understanding by applying 

their learning and skills in a work-related context.  These courses engage young learners to work independently and 

within a team, take responsibility for their own learning and develop essential work-related skills.  You must be      

interested in sport but it is not essential that you have a high skill level in PE.  You need to be able to communicate 

well, both orally and in writing, with a wide range of people and possess basic ICT skills.  In addition to written   

coursework, this course involves lots of practical activities which you will need to enthusiastically participate in,       

applying your good level of fitness.  You will need to be well-motivated, be able to meet deadlines and be prepared to 

work hard. 

²Ƙȅ ǎǘǳŘȅ .¢9/ {ǇƻǊǘΚ  

¶ The course aims to encourage personal development through practical application and performance in a range 
of sports and exercise activities 

¶ Gives learners a wider understanding and appreciation of health-related fitness, sports and exercise through    
selection of optional core units namely Practical Sport and Health and Fitness for Sport and Exercise 

¶ Encourage learners to develop their people, communication, planning and team-working skills by having the    
opportunity to select optional specialist units available in the qualification structure 

¶ The course is taught through practical activities wherever possible 

¶ It introduces you to the employment area you may have chosen and provides a good basis for more advanced 
work-related qualifications 

¶ Provides for a smooth transition from Level 2 to Level 3 BTEC Sport 

²Ƙŀǘ ǿƛƭƭ L ǎǘǳŘȅ ŀƴŘ Ƙƻǿ ŀƳ L ŀǎǎŜǎǎŜŘΚ  

The Edexcel BTEC Level 2 First Award in Sport is taught over 120 guided learning hours (GLH). It has core and optional 

specialist units.  Learners must complete the two core units and a choice of optional units to reach a total of 120 GLH.  

The BTEC First Award has units that are assessed internally and a unit that Edexcel sets and marks externally. 

 

²ƘŜǊŜ Ŏŀƴ .¢9/ {ǇƻǊǘ ƭŜŀŘΚ 

A Level Physical Education and/or 
BTEC National Diploma in Sport.  

Ultimately potentially leading to 
careers in Sports and Leisure     
Centres, FE Colleges, Secondary 
Education, Sports Development, 
Sports Science and Sports        
Coaching. 

Edexcel BTEC Level 2 First Award in Sport 

Unit Core units Assessment method GLH 

1 Fitness for Sport and Exercise External Online Exam 30 

2 Practical Sports Performance Internal 30 

Optional Specialist Units 

3 The Mind and Sports Performance Internal 30 

4 The Sports Performer in Action Internal 30 

5 Training for Personal Fitness Internal 30 

6 Leading Sports Activities Internal 30 
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¢ŜŎƘƴƛŎŀƭ !ǿŀǊŘΥ CƻƻŘ ŀƴŘ /ŀǘŜǊƛƴƎ 

Examination Board: TBC 

Qualification: 1 BTEC at Level 2 Award 
²Ƙŀǘ Ŏŀƴ L ŜȄǇŜŎǘΚ  

The new Technical Award in Food and Catering allows young learners to develop the skills and knowledge required to prepare high 
quality food within a home or commercial catering setting. The new qualification will be available for first teaching in September 
2017.  
 
Technical Awards are practical, vocational qualifications available to 14-16 year olds to take alongside GCSEs. If approved by the 
Department for Education, a single award will be equivalent to a GCSE qualification and will count towards performance tables. 
They could then be included in Progress 8 as part of the non-Ebacc open group of subjects. 
 
/ƻǳǊǎŜ ŎƻƴǘŜƴǘ 
12 core skills in food production will be covered. Learners will get the chance to develop, practice and demonstrate these skills, 
making a variety of food products. TheyΩll need to consider how to scale up production to produce larger quantities suitable for a 
commercial setting. 
 
Our new qualification allows learners to: 
develop a broad knowledge of ingredients, techniques, standard components and equipment, develop a wide range of practical 
skills to produce high quality food products, develop decision making skills through both independent and collaborative work, com-
municate their decisions effectively to a third party, be able to read, interpret and work from recipes and plans, be able to develop 
menus, recipes and plans for making, develop an understanding of quality and how this can be achieved by rigorous quality con-
trols, use materials and equipment efficiently in relation to cost and environmental impact, demonstrate safe and hygienic working 
practices at home and in a commercial environment, use key technical terminology related to ingredients and processes, develop 
the knowledge and understanding to evaluate and refine their own skills, develop an awareness of commercial practices and em-
ployment opportunities. 
 
!ǎǎŜǎǎƳŜƴǘ ǎǘǊǳŎǘǳǊŜ 
 
There are two internally-assessed units, and a third unit that is externally assessed. 
 
¦ƴƛǘ мΥ {ƪƛƭƭǎ 5ŜƳƻƴǎǘǊŀǝƻƴ όол҈ύ 
Learners will produce a portfolio of products to demonstrate core skills outlined in the specification. 
These skills include:  general food preparation skills, cooking skills and methods used in a home and commercial context 
 
¦ƴƛǘ нΥ 9ȄǘŜƴŘŜŘ ƳŀƪƛƴƎ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘ όол҈ύ 
Learners will undertake an extended project that showcases the skills they have developed in unit 1. 
Learners must: select recipes which are appropriate for the selected theme and give detailed reasons for their choices, make be-
tween 4 and 6 recipes to demonstrate their competency in a range of practical skills, produce a range of dishes that are presented 
with a variety of different quality finishes, write a production plan for each recipe, evaluate the outcomes including commentary on 
what went well and what could be improved for each recipe. This needs to be clearly communicated demonstrating literacy skills 
and use of technical terms 
Example briefs learners might receive: charity cake sale, Year 11 prom event, international menu for a local restaurant 
The project will be marked against the following criteria: planning and development, making, evaluation, communication. 
 
¦ƴƛǘ оΥ 9ȄǘŜǊƴŀƭ ŀǎǎŜǎǎƳŜƴǘ όǿǊƛǧŜƴ ŜȄŀƳ - пл҈ύ 
Learners will be assessed on the following topics: Ingredients and food commodities, Planning recipes and menus, Food safety and 
hygiene, Food, diet and health, Nutrition and food choice. 
 

For more information please contact: 

Mr A Milner, Head of Technology on azmilner@birkdalehigh.co.uk 

http://www.aqa.org.uk/technical-awards
http://www.aqa.org.uk/about-us/what-we-do/policy/gcse-and-a-level-changes/performance-tables/new-key-stage-4-changes-to-performance-tables/progress-8

