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WEDNESDAY LETTER

17th December 2025

A WORD FROM MR BANKS...

As Christmas is now just around the comner, | wanted to take the opportunity to congratulate the pupils on
a fantastic term full of academic and personal achievements and wonderful learning experiences.

Thank you to all the parents and carers who have supported the pupils throughout. Your input to your
sons’ education is vital to their success. | am really looking forward to celebrating the successes of the
pupils with them in the final assemblies on Friday and giving them the recognition they deserve,

| wish our whole school community a peaceful and happy holiday and look forward to welcoming you back
on Monday 5th January for another successful term.

Merry Christmas!
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¢ v\  School finishes on Friday 19th December 2025 at 12:30pm!
n‘fk ]




&REMINDERS

hristm nT
The Canteen is now serving Christmas Hot chocolates for £1.40 in the moming at breakfast.

You can choose betwesn:
« Hot chocolate with cream and marshmallows'; or
» Minted hot chocolate with cream and a candy cane.

This year due to circumstances out of the canteens control, they are unable to produce the
traditional Christmas lunch for the boys, however from the 17" of December, the canteen will be
serving Hot turkey baguettes with/without cranberry sauce and gravy mayo.

There will also be sides of spicy sausages and stuffing balls available along with traditional mince
pies and Christmas biscuits.

Flu drop in Clini
@: Please fmd b&luw updated details of upcoming flu drop-in clinics across Merseyside, including
6 Sefton, Kirkby, and Liverpool, for children who have not yet received their flu vaccination.

If you have any queries, please contact Sefion Immunisation Team on 0151 247 6130

Thank you so much for your continued cooperation.
Uniform & Equipment
« School ties - Can be purchased for £5.50 cash from the school office, or via Parentpay.

« Equipment - Any students without the correct equipment will receive a detention. The
school shop is open every day from 8.30-8.50am for pupils to purchase basic equipment.
Price list is provided below.

« Lost Property - Please ensure that all uniform and equipment has your son's name,
clearly labelled. Any unnamed lost property will be available for students to check
through, after school on Thursday, this week, from 3:10pm - 4pm, in the school canleen,
due to the early finish on Friday. Anything unclaimed after this date will be donated to the

Uniform Hub
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il Al-powered loys can fell lifelike, bul how do they listen, learn, and influence piay? ™% 5 |

This weeks Wake Up Wednesday guide explores the privacy, security, and developmental
considerations along with practical tips to help set boundaries, to ensure Al remains a support for
real-world interaction and not a substlitute for them.



&WHF&T’S COMING UP%
Monday Mile

Monday Mile will restart back on the 5th January 2026.

MONDA Y e great way to start the week and New Year!
mﬂ Staff and pupils are invited to complete 4 laps of the track...
0 1 Slun, walk or jog, rain or shine, every Monday.

We meet on the rack at Bamn. All fitness levels welcome!

Boys who take part will receive a raffle ticket each Monday, ~ =
with the chance to win a prize.

This term’s winner was Jude R (9RP) - Congratulations!

Southport Together Community Support Service

) : Southport Together
There are two initiatives starting in January 2026. Community Support Service

Tea and Talk which will take place the Second Monday of every month from 5:30pm - Vpm. This is open
to any parent/carer wishing to access a safe, supportive space to discuss mental heath and wellbaing
CONCEerns.

Fresh Start Fridays will happen every Second Friday of every month, from 12:30pm - 2pm. Each
session will include different support agencies for parents to engage with surrounding any health or
wellbeing related concerns, as well as providing an opporiunity o receive guidance in a safe and
supportive space, together with connecting with other parents.

If you require any further information, please see the posters below,

Reverse Advent Calendar Christmas Hampers

Thank you to everyone who has sent in donations for the House Reverse Advent
Calendar Christmas Hampers, especially to TDBW for their contribution,

1 Compassionate Acls rely on generosity o keep up with the increasing demand on
their services. Every donation makes a real difference to the people who rely on
them.

Thank you!
The Queenscourt Hospice Christmas Tree Collection & Recycling Campaign
Last year, thanks to the amazing support of our local community, The L_}gfc-"stm'rr

Queenscourt Hospice collected over 1700 Christmas trees and raised CHRls-rMAS TREE

more than £28,000 to support patients and families cared for by c oy ion & Recycling Service
Queenscourt Hospice. ¥, [ J(_

This year, The Queenscourt Hospice are hoping to build on that success
and raise even more vital funds — and your support could make a real
difference.

If you would like to support, please see the poster below with details how
you can support whilst recycling your Christmas Tree, responsibly.

Thank you for your ongoing support.



& WEEKLY RGUNDUP@

Bebras Computational Thinking_and Problem Solving Challenge
90 boys in Year 9 and Year 10 GCSE Computer Science and Year 7 and Year 8

Robotics Club took part in the annual Bebras Computational Thinking challenge. The UK Rt 1
Over 526,000 students took part across the UK. They had 45 minutes to tackle Bebras -~
a series of interactive tasks, designed to encourage logical thinking and Ehailenge I‘

problem-solving skills appropriate for their age group.

The challenge is conducted online, and the tasks are designed to allow every student the opportunity
lo showcase their potential, whether they excel in maths or computing, or not.

The UK Bebras Challenge is organised by the Raspberry Pi Foundation. We had
some fantastic successes! All boys gol a certificate for taking part, graded from Rasphenr Pi
Best in School, Distinction and Merit, which showed where they ranked in school, Foundation

16 boys also gained a special Gold certificate, meaning they had achieved a score which put them in
the top 10% of the country nationally, an amazing result given how many took part!

Almost all of these boys were in the Year 9 & Year 10 GCSE Computer Science classes so a special
well done to the 2 Year 8 boys from Robotics who also gained this award, Vincent F and Charles K.

The other Gold cerlificates were awarded to George L, Will C, Jacob F, Vincent B,
Lucas H, Fin B, Dzonatans, James M, William M, Sonny H, Charlie B, Adam S, Emie, T
and Ben S.

Well done boys!

Animal Club — Charity event for "Young Lives v Cancer”

Members of Animal Club have recently been producing and selling Christmas decorations/coasters to
raise funds for the "Young lives v Cancer” charity, raising a total sum of £502!

Thank you so much to all the pupils, families, and Birkdale High staff, who have all been so generous
with their contributions to this worthy cause.

A big thank you also to Mr Milner, who provided the materials, and gave up his time to help the club
create these decoralions.

Mrs. House (Jasper's mum), who's role is Volunteering Engagement Lead, kindly came into school to
accept the donation on behalf of “Young lives v Cancer.
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Birkdale Art Stars Auditions

Our Art Stars showcase final took place last night and what an event it was!

Supporting the event was our incredible Birkdale Big Band and the cast of our up-and-coming musical "We
Will Rock You'. We also couldn't have hosted the event without our tech crew who are the unseen ones that
work tirelessly for us behind the scenes.

On the night we were dazzled with an array of talent from aclors, magicians, musicians, bakers, engineers
and artists, both traditional and digital. | am delighted announce the winners from the following categories:

Most inventive engineer - David B (11CMC) and Che M (11LHK).
Best tasting cake - Finn C (8NJW) and Thomas R (8CW).
Most creatively designed cake - Family duo, Zack (10AB) and Cody O (10AB).
Most technical cake - Dzonatans J (10VR) and Max R (10VR).
Junior photographer of the year - James M (9RVE).
Senior photographer of the year - Jakub O (11CMC).
Junior artist of the year - William H (7LC).
Senior artist - Ronnie P (9PC).
Best animation - Oliver H (BNJW).

The short film award - Rowen J (9TW), Fred H-C (9DCH), Jacob F (9TW) and Isaac H (9TW).
Acting award - Isaac H (9TW) alongside acting partner Sam C (SRP).
Junior drama production award - Jake C (TRAN).
Instrumentalist of the year - Vincent B (95EM).

Junior vocalist of the year - Sebastian T (7JQ).

Senior vocalist of the year - James E (10AB).

Pianist of the year - Samuel L (9TW).

However, our overall winner of Art Stars 2025 was Isaac G (11IBO). Isaac has been a true ambassador to
the Creative department for many years, both in his roles as senior sound engineer and as a performer.

Last night he wowed us by playing the piano and singing Running Up that Hill by Kate Bush. As always it
was a flawless performance. Isaac has been close to being the overall winner on several occasions, and last
night was finally his night. Huge congratulations to a very deserved and lalented performer. This is Isaac's
last year in school and will be a huge lost to our department as he leaves to move on to college, We can not
thank you encugh Isaac for the hour of dedication you have given to our department.

Please keep an eye out on Birkdale High's Facebook & X for photos of the night; and well done again to
everyone who took part.
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NHS

Mersey Care

MHS Foundation Trust

School age flu drop-in clinics
I:I'he flu vaccine is available to all chlldren

from nursery up to year 11. I

You can drop-in to one of the clinics being provided by
Mersey Care’s School Aged Immunisation Team.

Friday 19" December, 10.00-4.00pm at
Sefton Road Clinic, L21 9HE

Saturday 20" December, 9:30am to 3.00pm at
Manor Farm PCRC, Huyton, L36 0UB

Monday 22" December, 9:30 to 3:00pm at
St Chads PCRC, Kirkby, L32 8RE- First floor

L. Remember: This is a drop-in service, so you may need to wait to be
seen. Your patience is appreciated.

For further drop in venues please visit the living well bus timetable:
https://www.cwp.nhs.uk/livingwellservice

If you require an appointment time, please contact:

Liverpool School Immunisation Team: 0151 295 3833
Sefton School Immunisation Team: 0151 247 6130
Knowsley, Halton & St Helens Schools: 0151 351 8805
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STATIONERY SHOP — PRICE LIST

Ballpoint pens (black, red or green) 20p
Pencils 10p
Erasers 10p
12 inch rulers 20p
Glue sticks 30p
Compasses 40p
Highlighters (pack of 4) £1.00
Earphones £1.00
Whiteboards 50p
Whiteboard pens 40p
Whiteboard erasers 40p
Exam pencil cases £1.00
Scientific calculators £11.00



Southport Together

Community Support Service

Tea & Talk
Family Peer Support

A monthly peer support group for parents, carers or
family members in Southport to feel a sense of
community and improve their wellbeing.

Facilitated by registered counsellor Penny Roscoe-Jones
from FLOAT therapies. Penny will be available to chat to
and guide you through any worries and anxieties you may

have as a parent, carer or family member.

Second Monday of the month

Start Date: Monday 12 January 2026
Time: 5:30pm - 7pm
Venue: Family Life Centre, Ash St, Southport, PR8 6JH

A part of the Southport Together Community Su Service, su
the wider community affected by last year's tragic events in Southport.

TGN o0 Council P




Southport Together
Community Support Service

Fresh Start Fridays \w
Family Peer Support

A monthly peer support group for parents, carers or
family members in Southport to feel a sense of
community and improve their wellbeing.

e
A professional will be available to chat to and ask G
questions about any worries and anxieties you may have
as a parent, carer or family member.

Second Friday of the month

Start Date: Friday 9 January 2026
Time: 12.30-2pm
Venue: Linaker Family Hub, Linaker Street, PR8 5DQ

A part of the Southport Together Community Service, supporting
the wider community affected by last year's events in Southport.
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CHRISTMAS TREE

Collection & Recycling Service

202

KINDLY SPONSORED BY

FLOGRING WX SUPPORTED BY
OCEAN TREECO
PLAZA

SOUTHPORT

We welcome a donation for
the collection of your tree!

WE WILL COLLECT BETWEEN
FRIDAY 9TH - SUNDAY 11TH JANUARY

WE COVER: PRB, PR9, PR4 6, L37, L39, L40, WNB8

Registration will close at MIDNIGHT on
Tuesday 6th January

To arrange a collection please scan the QR code or book in at:

queenscourt.org.uk/trees



&1 The Morarel Calisgl . sur 'Wole A ed ras doy guiset e and <o and sducotom with tha conlsncs and proctool ueiie 1ot obbe ta b inlorTad ord SgE - OREroprime
comyanaiicng with chiidren oot celine soleiy, Femaafrh il Icawirq), o © taznge Formeirty cefiveea by Hotkznal Oriires Sofeiy, ihews guden ros oddrea witer g and themss

Har burthelr gaiksies, Mrie ored tiga, pb AT Ex ot cam

i This feative teascn, the fevweid tays on the shelves do Red just blink of make noiue; they lilten. Moy
new came with artificial inteliigence (A1), allowing them 1o talk, leam, end even respond o a childs
WHAT ARE emolions. These toys con be educational and engaging, but they also collect, store, and process l
T“Em'? inforrmaticn. This guids sxplaing what thot maeons for fomilies ond why 1@ matters. r
e ! _.h- |
TOYS THATLISTEN = a4 PRESSURE TO
KEEP ENGAGING

L AND LEARN -

Whah 6 Loy e &, L Sollecli 3508 wuch g
] imisrocton, asd
m'm:ﬁ#mh_ibmw
marewn, mhars Frave

FRALES Wour child e sroini |
mmmwmmwm
with Ening o

WEAN. SECURITY
PROTECTIONS

SaTil ) Vi § P [OeDe’ Pyl B el o () | b

B T Pl Sbvaiit Lo OherE iy P
o pahE thal 1bay on, fwen

mtn s oy oppeoars by Ba ofl. Thia con lsad b

rc gL b reg made withoot your irasisdge,

Mmmvm

ARTIFICIAL VOICES, @ m
REAL INFLUENCE

For wary yaung VR G [

- m“unmmmmm
Toerulirty, HiDn THR SABR0H BN FralPaliiil.
IR, (ed QTR0 Ty L0 AP e Pejem 0 el

| BT DA Tra 08 O 1T e b 1

"-{: s udert ) vt b bpeartaidl kS PRl i el

E crecie: privears o play more offen
Thin increass the amount of dofo coliscied ond

o Freciion beaiming fewl e compstiEon,

L
MARKETING - R
THROUGH PLAY P ﬂﬁ:

Ty 1 kg o il g praderend el may
| el 10 G010 8 batere BTN & Tig
APt ke & £ Tawint e Sosout o Rabity
ctnid hilp 0 Comgany S kgn rmare angeled
mmm:mmmmp

T »
" PLAYTIME AS —
DATA TRAINING _
Tray rgeragna Dol T 0 £ TN

Feada LD R iR Thae it armolisngl

Fi ik, Gl Blstedrbiur ibeiniea Py SRk
‘utdainbind” peopie. Ploy becomm padt of o

much flargar vy ok ir Ferm futurs
technpicgles bahava.

\

F-I.J.DD

f LAdvtE for Parents & Educators ||||

MODEL Di"EiTAl AWARE HESE

ETAET WITH A CONVERSATION SET LIMITS ON USE

Frak 16 yiing pEapiE. EEpian mar g8 ey Turn ol Wi-Flar Bystogih when tha bay i ngt

ik g loim arhume. 7 chay S U
i Fradms Wil Thiy S0 e . Hilp e P, G R LapegB O P E, 08 TRy el ] PGy R, RO N TR, and
el DT ETR AR il Py el R DdOnrp Do i Tl P iwTy F 40091y BETIgE. Traat ki Oopeifily (s Dendirel ONETY. (Mg (07 FPa00R
liaskl Nl bR O D b, B 10 Gk (Uit o P Tl HA B Yy BT b Uiy el D Vil H e TPl 0l B TP Py 1 b0
el o Caraaaily ti sy, and et b re PR Dol g | sl (7] Setio Pl SIF W Feld) o e, D Ry 1 0 R ET miip.

BALANCE Al WITH REAL PLAY

RESEARCH BEFORE YOU BUY REVIEW PRINACY SHTIH'E?

Lok for Toyn Ba work alline o shore gata locally u PR (e mtiard M il |y abradd deid mfvs R
Chick 127 0 ITa o DEmic B2 Eian 53 0L SON LEEl

gy I Eamhumen, Sl [ POy pOSCIEE TG .
s LR LR TSR R e T R D

g W P % RO T G

A1 bzyw £on b hun oed creatiee, but ey cre
narl @ raghas eTan far reel iuman irtseosan
Frcaunzgs Hmda crany hionm fes hnckogy with
el bR EEA sl i o redl wiesbal v e
-‘-_‘ Lem i oy 10 §apepean] e mdng not dedine i '

wedwhn bz il Sore ompanat dellcr athoie gl
mm-mmmwﬁ:
. opp.check whot  1equstly accan do.and
Wesne pammibsbny wherever pomliy

Meet Our Expert

Choiva Fagsaiineg b Eaig uitiel Dir ac o of oot Fowcotan. the odwicet L H ' |
QR AT S il 1ok, O e G 63 O &) ) freRe el E iyl ationa
ol palEguahlifeg, el gt 2 idld and lafmdib ucddeidland how 1 - I i CG"E 'E'l
techrestogy ihape aming, welbeing and the digilal huluie of < hidren E

K Ewoke_up_weds K3 /wuwthenationoicoliege (0) @wake.upwednesday ¢t @wakeupweds

Unad of chad grolalie 08 8 08 Thisd Do g4 rethon ke oD |8 60 e ea e, Gures o ol s doe of ielsase: 17 52 504



